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President’s Message 

Hi everyone.  Wow, it’s been a year now that we have been dealing with this 
pandemic.  What a roller coaster ride it has been!!!!   However, the ride may be 
coming to an end.   Starting in March, vaccines should start being more widely 
distributed.  We will, of course, still have to social distance, continue to wear 
masks and practice good hand hygiene, until we can control the spread of COVID 
and all its variants.  

I am hopeful that we will be able to get back to some of our volunteer positions in 
the hospital and that there will be no further shut downs.  The newly renovated 
Chances Are is now open and it looks amazing!  Thanks to all those who have 
worked so hard to make this happen.  For those of you who haven’t been by the 
hospital, the new medical building is progressing well.  Thanks to all those who 
came out for our drive-by to support our local LTC facilities and the hospital.  It 
was truly appreciated. 

I look forward to the day when we can meet together again, in the meantime our 
meetings will continue to be virtual, via Zoom. If all goes well, perhaps we can 
have our AGM in person this June.  I encourage you all to continue to support one 
another and above all please stay safe. 

Teri Murphy 
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Then Wave 2 hit and we unfortunately went into an outbreak on our Med/Surg unit on Dec. 24.  It kept us very busy and 
focused on fighting COVID-19 for about 8 weeks.  Fortunately, and due to the hard work by staff and physicians, we were 
declared out of outbreak mid-February.  We were then able to re-open our clinics and other patient services at the 
hospital that were put on hold or slow-down during the outbreak. 
  
As you can see by the attached pictures or by driving by our site, the Medical building next door is really taking 
shape.  Things are on schedule and the physicians are on track to move in sometime in late spring.  The hospital has 
space on the first floor for some of our services to move over but we still need to do some work to get that space ready 
for us to move in.  That move will come a few months after the physicians. 
 

Still no word from the Ministry about our Hospital building project but we know that COVID-19 has necessarily put a 
temporary hold on many things.  We are hopeful that this work will move ahead in the upcoming months.  In the 
meantime, we have moved ahead with planned improvement projects in the current building including a big electrical 
upgrade that will ensure safe operating conditions and good redundancy for continuous power at the hospital in the 
event of community power outages and other electrical challenges.  
 

We wish you well in the upcoming weeks as the vaccine roll out continues.  Until then stay safe and we look forward to 
seeing you all back at the hospital, Chances Are and doing all the other great work that you do! 

Thanks, Sandi 
  

 

New sign for wayfinding to Clinics 

February 2021 

Message from: Sandi Lofgren, 

Patient Care Director, Markham Stouffville Hospital, Uxbridge Site 

 
Dear Auxiliary members, here is just a little update from the Hospital.  We miss you!!  We miss 
your friendly faces, your assistance with our patients and all the processes that make the 
hospital run.  Our clerks and other staff say “hi”! 

We enjoyed a bit of a reprieve in the early fall between COVID-19 Wave 1 and Wave 2 – we 
remained vigilant with our surveillance and our patient care but with the cases in the province 
dropping the way they did, it meant that some staff could take some time off to rest and 
rejuvenate.   
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to this year’s Raffle Winners.     
Two of the winners were present for the draw! 

 
Christmas Mantle Piece — Cheryl Reynolds (Ticket # 34) ...FYI, Cheryl is Shirley Vance’s daughter.  
Ladies Glamour Gift — Amy Howran (Ticket # 381) 
Gourmet Charcuterie — Teri Murphy (Ticket # 211) 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thanks to everyone for supporting the Uxbridge Hospital Auxiliary.   

Cathy McQuinn 
Gift Shop Coordinator  
 

Gift Shop News 

As with all retail shops, the Gift Shop faced some major challenges in 2020 being 
closed from mid-March until the end of August.  Opening in September with 
reduced hours and limited customers due to Covid-19 protocols and closing 
again on December 24th. I would like to thank the volunteers who came back to 
the Gift Shop during these difficult times.  I look forward to when we can get 
everyone back safely. 

We still managed to have a profitable few months.  Because of a healthy bank 
balance at the end of the April 2019 - March 2020 Fiscal Year, the Gift Shop was 
able to make a $12,000 donation to the Auxiliary in August 2020. 

The Christmas season saw renewed energy in sales.  Thanks to Gwen Layton for 
publishing Gift Shop product and Raffle information on the Auxiliary Facebook 
page.  It definitely helped generate ticket sales.  The Raffle made a net profit of 
$1,115, $240 of which was directly from e-transfer payments to an new email 
address uhgiftshop3@gmail.com created to accept this electronic payment 
method. 

Take care and stay safe 

mailto:uhgiftshop3@gmail.com


  

  

Red Fridays at Chances Are 
 
Wearing Red on Fridays is a symbolic gesture to show fellow Canadians and our troops that we care and honour 
those who "fought for our freedom, our peace, our resolve." Pictured, Joyce Leek, Sherrill Hodgson and Gwen 
Layton show their support every Friday morning at Chances Are donning their red sweaters. Sherrill is the 
President of the Uxbridge Legion, Branch 170, and the UCHA has been blessed by the volunteer service of other 
esteemed female veterans, such as Ronnie Egan, a World War II naval officer. pictured prior to her passing in 2016. 
We will remember them. 
 

We lost a long-time dedicated volunteer. 

 
(Write-up from Low and Low Funeral Home.) 

YATES, Beverley Patricia 

It is with great sadness that the family of Beverley Patricia Yates announce her passing on 

Thursday, October 29, 2020. 
 

Lovingly remembered by her best friend Jean, brother Jerry (deceased), his wife Joan, their 

children Russ and Kathy and their families; sister Joan (Art, deceased), their children Linda, 

Donna, Ken and their families; and by nieces Frances and Faye and nephews Brian and Ben 
and their families. 
 

Beverly was born in Toronto on August 29, 1942 and lived there until she moved to her current 

home in Goodwood in 1968. She loved living in the country where she raised rabbits, sheep 
and her beloved black Labradors. Friends and family were recipients of her craftiness with 

wood working and leather goods, to name a few. 
 

Her employment included CN Rail, CP Rail and Via-Rail, but she was happiest working with the 

Uxbridge Cottage Hospital Auxiliary and being a member of the Goodwood United Church. 

Beverley was also in the reserve army CWAC attached to the Toronto Service Battalion for over 
30 years. She retired with the rank of Regimental Sergeant Major of the 25 Service Battalion. 
 

The family would like to express their gratitude for the exemplary care Beverley received at 
both the Uxbridge Cottage Hospital and the Markham Stouffville Hospital. 



 

  

 

THANKS 
to the volunteers who put up a  

beautiful bright display 

Wow February is behind us and like everyone I am looking forward to the warmer 
weather and arrival of Spring!  

I have been thinking about you and hope everyone is well and has survived this unusual 
winter doing whatever makes you happy! 

I’m currently working from my home office, doing my Director of Volunteer duties and 
telephone interviews virtually.  It works quite well; however, it is certainly not the same 
as interacting in person with all of you!   

My long-time friend, she lives alone in a small apartment in downtown Toronto has been 
living with us for the duration of the lockdowns.  She is great company and reminds my 
husband and I daily how fortunate we are to live here with low COVID numbers, beautiful 
birds at the feeder in our yard and to have the Trails of Uxbridge to enjoy the outdoors.  
My daily routine is walking with my dog, doing a puzzle, cooking our weekly Hello Fresh 
meals, Zoom meetings and our iced coffee break at the McDonalds drive through!  

 Good news at the hospital we currently have no outbreaks and as of March 1st, our Ambulatory and Diagnostic 
Imaging students returned to volunteering at the hospital. 

This group of “front line” Auxiliary Volunteers, as well as all of our wonderful hospital staff have now received 
their COVID vaccinations.    

Hopefully it will not be too long now until all Durham residents will receive their shots & yesterday, I read in the 
news that York Region opened their on line booking site!  

Also, our newly renovated Chances Are store reopened last Thursday with a limited number of Volunteers and 
customers as per the current Provincial Red Zone restrictions.  Be sure to check it out!  

Cathy and I continue to monitor the COVID situation here in Uxbridge and in an effort to keep all our Volunteers 
safe have no immediate plans to reopen the hospital Gift Shop at this time.   

Take care all, enjoy the arrival of spring, get your vaccination and stay safe!  

Bev  
Director of Volunteers  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the many beautiful pieces made by Shannon Smillie. 

Knitting Report 

This past year has been an unusual one for everyone.  We’ve been in the green, in the red, in 
lockdown. The Uxbridge hospital store has been open, closed and on limited hours.  

My report is mostly a thank you to many colleagues who have helped me this past year.  I always 
like to thank Chris Carter who happily takes over for me at the beginning of the year while I am 
away. The border closing brought me back early. Space being at a premium at the hospital, Cathy 
and I had to move knitting and gift shop items from a closet in “Stores” in back of the hospital. So, 
thanks to Cathy McQuinn and Sandra Handscomb for their help. Knitted items and gift shop articles 
had to be moved away to make room for PPE for hospital staff. It was a time-consuming event for  

 
them, I’m sure.  A smaller room, where donated yarn and knitting supplies were kept, had to be emptied to make room 
for gift shop storage.  A thanks to Bev Latva for contacting Gloria Graziano at “Chances Are” who was able to find a 
space for me even in the middle of renovations! I did take bins home with completed knitting. My next thank you is to 
my daughter, Karin Steele, who has been able to use the online site, Helping Hands Uxbridge to photograph and 
organize porch pickups. Items were listed with money going to the hospital.  Quite an amount of knitted items were sold 
this way with money being raised for the hospital. We made approximately $3,500 in total between the gift shop and 
online sales. 

One of the crocheters you probably recognize is Shannon Smillie who crocheted a lovely afghan, called “stained glass” 
which we now call “the Conners” as it has been seen on TV. It sold quickly and the same customer wanted a second. 
Shannon was crocheting that when another person also wanted one. I can’t believe how quickly Shannon finished them 
and off they went to a happy home and with a donation to the hospital.  

So here we are, lockdown lifted and back in the RED as I write this.  Still selling articles on line and knitters still knitting 
because no one can go anywhere! So, thanks to all the knitters for keeping us supplied with items to sell, especially 
when we will be allowed back in the gift shop! 

Jackie Teskey 

 

Our feature Volunteer, Eleanor (Ellie Jamieson) 

A Life Member of our Auxiliary since l964.  

In the past, she has looked after the accounting at 
Chances Are and for the Auxiliary.  She graduated 
from Toronto Western Hospital as a nurse.  She and 
her husband moved to Ajax where she worked as a 
nurse in the hospital there. They have 4 sons who 
look after her very well. 

She and her husband ran an Electrical business on 
Brock Street from l960 to l980. She joined our 
Auxiliary soon after they moved to Uxbridge. She 
loved working at Chances Are as a sorter, and hopes 
to return when the Pandemic is over. She misses her 
friends there. 

It was a delight meeting her. She is very charming. 

Sandra Will 



 

 

 

Newsletter prepared by Christiana Carter 

Chances Are is Back in Business!  
 

We re-opened on the 25th of February to long line-ups and excellent sales. We were 
honoured to have our Mayor Dave Barton, along with Ward 4 Councillor Willie Popp, our 
Auxiliary President Teri Murphy, and Vice-President Darryl Tims help cut the ribbon for re-
opening. Big Thank-you to Darryl Tims, his staff of men, Gertrud Schwab (co-reno supervisor) 
and to all others involved in this amazing task.  
 

Our renovations are complete - Two beautiful shops Downstairs and Upstairs. Donations are 
up-to-speed, keeping everyone very busy.  
 
 
 

A beautiful "Bridal and Formal Wear" display was presented on opening day and we will soon feature our "Patio and 
Garden" display which will be very welcoming for these times. 
 

We look forward to Spring at Chances Are; a new look, new ideas, and lots of new volunteers to help. Come shop 
upstairs for lovely spring fashions. 
  

Thank you, to All. We are Amazing! 

Gloria Graziano  
Chances Are Co-ordinator 
 

Photos by 
Sandra Will 


